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Levels Level Threshold Assessment Requirements SAQ  

Level 1 

More than 6 million card 

transactions per annum 

(any type of transaction) 

On-site review by Qualified Security 

Assessor (QSA)  annually and  

QSA 

determination             Network vulnerability scans by an 

ASV quarterly (if applicable)                                                                 

and 

Level 2 

More than 1 million but <6 

million transactions per 

annum (any type of 

transaction)  

On-site review by QSA or self-

assessment by a qualified Internal 

Security Assessor (ISA) annually and   

QSA/ISA 

determination            

Network vulnerability scans by an 

ASV quarterly (if applicable)                                                                   

Level 3 

More than 20,000 but < 1 

million e-commerce 

transactions per annum  

SAQ annually and Self-Assessment   

 
Network vulnerability scans by an 

ASV quarterly (if applicable)                                                                                  

Level 4 

All other merchants that 

are not Levels 1 – 3. 

i.e. under current 

standards, any merchant 

processing less than 

20,000 e-commerce 

transactions and less than 

1 million transactions in 

total 

SAQ annually and Self-Assessment   

 

Network vulnerability scans by an 

ASV quarterly                                                                                      

Service 

Providers 

any Third Party Processor 

(TPP)                                                                                                         

or Data Storage Entity 

(DSE)  

On-site review by QSA or annually 

and         

D – Service 

Providers 

DESV if required 
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